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The company’s
shrinking profit
had shareholders
worried last week.
More unnerving is
its forecast for
the next quarter:
flat revenue

and a loss that
might be as big as
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The NRI Wants

the Inked Finger

Dear EC, make

it easy for the

Theother day, I gotmy voter D
card, and a call fo votenext
month. Unfortunately; itisnot for
the election I would want to vote
in— thisisfor the local council
and European Commission elec-
tions. Asa Commonwealth eiti-
zen, 1 gettovote inall UK polls —
butasan NRI, I'mstill stuck
without a vote in India.

Anation that manages to frans-
port electronic ballot boxes on
the backs of elephants (everyone
sees those photos), runs thelarg-
est elections and claims to be an
IT superpower but cannot figure
outhow to let its overseas citi-
zens voteis frankly ridiculous in

‘ thisday and age. Asinnumera-
ble activist groups have peti-
tioned and protested, over 10mil-
lion NRIs descending on India
duringelections may give the
aviation industry amassive bo-
nanza but is totally impractical.

Atlast count, some 115coun-
tries allow their overseas citizens
to vote, OF these, atleast 28 come
from Africa, and include some of
theleastdeveloped nationsin the
world, whetheritis Chad or
Senegal. Some countrieshave
provisions, which includere-
stricting certain elections, or
specifying periods of overseas
stayetal. The UK, for example,
will allow yotito votefor upto1s
years of your overseas stay.

Vote, Where, How

‘The irony is, technically; India
falls under the category of coun-
tries that allow its diaspora fo
vote in person, after passingits
famousbill in 2010. But guess
whatIhave todo, even beforel -
‘show upat apolling booth on the
specified date? Thave tofirst
download and fill in Form6A,
with certified photocopiesof rel-
evantpassport pages,and cur-
rent photos, then Thave tosend it
to the specific electoral regisira-
tion officer of the constituency,
and thenThave toturn up clutch-
ingall these documentsat the
booth. Now, honestly, I doubt
most people even know who
their ERO is, or whether their
names will actually be included
on thelist by election day.

It’s easy to getall emotionaland -

upset about overseas voting
rights arid Fven nTe easy tneet

allcharged up about universal
franchise, rights in the mother
country and soon. And, yes,

"NRIs tend to be touchy about

these things, especially when po-
litical parties come to them beg-
gingforfunding !
According to people who study
these things, how or why diaspo-
ra can take part in electionshas
much less to dowith principle,
and more to do with politics.
Politicians don’treally like vot-
ers who they cannotdirectly
campaign to, or even predict.
Inmost cases, the origins of
postal voting from abroad have

+ almost always been for military

staff. Sofar, so easy. Besides, sol-
diers have always beenarela-
tively safe constituency for the
powers-that-be.

The politics begin when coun-
tries start working out the mech-
anism for overseas voters. |
Countries use variousmethods
forallowing overseas votes. The

. firstis, be therein person. Some

allow votersto give proxies. One
of themoreefficientwaysistoal-
low votes at diplomatic missions.
Finally there’s postal or internet
voting, Curiously, Estoniaand '
the Netherlands are the two coun-
tries that allowinfernet voting.

The two simplest toadminister
arevoting by proxy or votingat
overseasmissions. Sowhy didn’t
the EC or Indian politicians
choose either of those two? The
first, of course, hasthe potential
tobe explosivelymisused. The
problem with voting atoverseas
‘missions, in person, is this: which
constituency will those votes be
accounted in? Even assuming -
they'reassigned tohome address

constituencies, it would meanex-
tremely efficient and fast work by
diplomatic missions. The leastef-
ficientis postal voting, asitin-
volves complicated time scales
and ismostlikely to createmis-
takes; unless, like Australia, you
allow vote by fax. The jury isstill
outon internet voting, there
aren’tmany whodo that.

The SC judgment earlier this
month, which put paid tothe
hopes of many campaigners,
claimed that the EC is notready
to administer diaspora voting
during this elections. What the
EC hastodo is choose which
form of diaspora voting they
want to implement.

Still whatever courts may ;-.ay it
is beginning o look clear that
without the requisite political
will, we're unlikely to be able to
vote inthe nextelection either,
foraet this one.



